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Become a VITA Volunteer!
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is a
national IRS sponsored program that provides
free tax preparation of federal and state tax
returns for low-income households. On average, it
costs a taxpayer nearly $300 to have their return
prepared and filed by a tax firm-- money that
could be spent to support basic needs like food or
rent.

Volunteers are critical to the success of the VITA
program. There are two ways to get involved:
being a greeter or being a tax preparer. No prior
tax experience is needed for either
role! Volunteers will complete IRS training to
become certified tax preparers. Training for
volunteers will take place in December and tax
clinics will start in late January through
April. ﻿ Thank you for considering helping out with
this important program!

Click here for more information or to sign up to
volunteer!

Step Into Their World: An Interactive
Presentation on Dementia
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Join the Csomay Center for Gerontological Excellence and the Heritage Area
Agency on Aging for an interactive look into the experiences of those living
with dementia. The event will be at Featherstone from 2pm-3pm on
January 12. Call 319-595-2270 to RSVP or visit the Facebook event for more
information.

Celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day-
January 19, 2026

Iowa City Parks and Recreation is partnering with the IC Human Rights
Commission to honor Martin Luther King Jr.'s legacy with a volunteer drive
and day of service. Join them at Mercer Park Aquatic Center on January 19,
2026 for an event with volunteer sign ups with local non-profits, speeches and
presentations, food, activities, and a diaper drive! The event is free and open
to the public! Find out more at: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 2026
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Winter Weather Warriors
(South District and
Longfellow Neighborhoods)

Winter Weather Warriors is
a volunteer-led snow removal
program designed to support neighbors
who may struggle to clear sidewalks
and driveways during the winter
months. Whether due to age, disability,
illness, limited mobility, or other
challenges, some residents face
barriers to staying safe during snowy
weather. How the program works:

Volunteers “adopt” one or more
nearby addresses and shovel after snowfalls of 1 inch or more.
Neighbors who need help can sign up to be matched with someone
nearby.
Residents can also nominate a neighbor who may need support but isn’t
likely to fill out the form themselves.

If you’re interested in signing up to receive help or to be a volunteer, visit the
Winter Weather Warriors website or use the intake form for your
neighborhood:

South District – Complete the South District Neighborhood
Association's Winter Weather Warriors Intake Form
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Longfellow- Complete the Longfellow Neighborhood Association's
Winter Weather Warriors Intake Form

LIHEAP
The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) is accepting applications for the new program
year. Individuals age 60 and over and/or disabled
individuals will be able to apply October 1, 2025.
Applications will open for everyone else beginning
November 1, 2025.

To be eligible, the total household income for an applicant must be at or below 200%
of the 2023 federal poverty guidelines.

Household Size AAAAAA Annual Gross Income
1------------------------ $31,300
2 ----------------------- $42,300
3 ----------------------- $53,300
4 ----------------------- $64,300

Click here for more information or to apply!

Advice on Aging

Heritage Area Agency on Aging will begin hosting a monthly walk-in service for
seniors and their caregivers to get connected with community resources.
“Advice on Aging” will take place the third Thursday of each month from 10
a.m. – 12 p.m. at the Coralville Public Library’s Study Room. Stop by to
learn about care services, get help with Medicaid applications, discuss elder
abuse concerns or chat about anything else on your mind. No appointment is
needed and there is no charge for Heritage AAA services.
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ICPL Winter Puzzle Palooza: A Team Puzzle
Competition

Do you love jigsaw puzzles? Join ICPL's Winter Puzzle Palooza event for
adults on January 17th. Puzzle Palooza is a Team Puzzling Competition made
of 12 four- person teams, who will have 120 minutes to assemble the same
500-piece puzzle. The first team to finish will win a new puzzle as a prize!

Pre-registration is required for this event! Registration opens Friday,
January 2nd at 8am. Find more information and register here: ICPL Winter
Puzzle Palooza
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Second Sunday Garden Forums: An ICPL and
Project GREEN Partnership

For over 25 years, Project GREEN and the Iowa City Public Library have
partnered to bring local gardening experts to speak in our community.
This year, forums will take place at the ICPL from 2-4pm on Jan. 11, Feb. 8,
and March 8. All forums are free and open to the public! Events will also be
live streamed on ICPL's YouTube channel. Information about this year's
speakers can be found below or at: ICPL Second Sunday Garden Forums.
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We Want to Hear from You!

In the spirit of the new year, JCLC is
looking for feedback on ways to
grow and improve our Newsletter.
Click the button below to take an
anonymous 5 question feedback
survey! We appreciate your time in
ensuring the Newsletter is relevant
to your needs and interests!﻿

Click here to take the Survey!

What's going on in JoCo?
Click the links below!
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