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Johnson County Rural Cleanup Program 
Policies, procedures and instructions for residents of unincorporated Johnson County 
for waste disposal at Iowa City Landfill and Recycling Center 
 
Program 
Johnson County’s Rural Cleanup Program allows residents of unincorporated Johnson County to dispose 
of up to one ton (2,000 pounds) of waste per household per calendar year at no cost at the Iowa City 
Landfill and Recycling Center, 3900 Hebl Avenue, Iowa City. The program is provided to encourage 
proper waste disposal and recycling and discourage burning and dumping of waste in rural Johnson 
County. Funding for this program comes from the Rural Basic Fund, which is a tax on unincorporated 
property in Johnson County for County-provided rural services.  

Eligibility 
Participation is limited to those who reside in unincorporated Johnson County. A residential structure 
must exist on the property of the resident wishing to utilize the program. Eligibility is determined by a 
property information database based on tax records maintained by Johnson County.  

To dispose of waste at the landfill through the Johnson County Rural Cleanup Program, a resident must:  

• Be listed in the Johnson County property information database as the legal deed holder of the 
eligible property,  

OR 

• Present a state-issued ID (driver’s license or non-driver ID) which indicates that the individual 
wishing to dispose of waste resides at the eligible property. 

Landfill staff are not responsible for handling disputes regarding eligibility. Disputes must be addressed 
with the Johnson County Board of Supervisors Office. 

Process 
Residents should use lane no. 2 at the landfill. Pull up to the window in the silver silo, let the scale 
master know what you have for materials, that you are a resident of unincorporated Johnson County 
and provide the residential address. The scale operator will check for the eligibility of the name and 
address on the Johnson County property information database.  

Any load of waste weighing under 300 pounds will be deducted as 300 pounds (the landfill’s minimum) 
from the 2,000-pound limit. Residents are responsible for paying for the disposal fee of anything over 
2,000 pounds of waste per household per calendar year. Landfill staff records the waste disposal and 
bills the County on a monthly basis.  

Garbage must be separated from appliances, electronics, yard waste and recycling. Loads must be 
secured. Residents with unsecured loads will receive one warning without charge. Each subsequent 
violation will incur a $50 penalty to the resident.  
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No commercial business waste is allowed. The following materials are banned from entering the landfill: 
yard waste, cardboard, computer and TV monitors, tires, appliances, lead acid batteries and oil. These 
items must be properly recycled and handled through programs offered at the landfill. The County will 
not pay for or reimburse for the cost of these materials or any fines incurred. Hazardous materials waste 
disposal is not covered under this program. All hazardous waste taken to the landfill must be scheduled 
by appointment with the City of Iowa City by calling 319-356-5185. 

More information about disposal fees and recycling at the landfill is available at www.icgov.org/landfill.  

Disputes and reimbursement 
Disputes regarding eligibility must be addressed with the Johnson County Board of Supervisors Office.  

The Johnson County property information database is updated by the County on the last business day of 
each month. If a property is not in the property information database or the resident cannot provide 
proof of address, the individual must pay for the waste disposal at the time of drop-off. Residents who 
are eligible but are not listed in the database will be reimbursed by the County upon presentation of the 
landfill receipt and documentation of eligibility. Documentation should be brought or mailed to the 
Board of Supervisors Office located at 913 S. Dubuque Street, Iowa City.  

• If the property has been purchased since the database was last updated, in order to claim 
reimbursement, the resident must produce a copy of the deed or other proof of property 
purchase in addition to their landfill receipt.  

• If a home has been constructed (or is being constructed) on the property since the database was 
updated, in order to claim reimbursement, the resident must produce a copy of an approved 
County-issued permit (building, driveway, septic or well) for the property in addition to their 
landfill receipt. The database relies on information provided by the County Assessor and is 
updated by April of each year to reflect the state of the dwelling as it existed on January 1. 

• If an individual who is not the deed holder and does not have an ID indicating residency on the 
property, then he or she must have permission from the deed holder to dispose of waste on 
their behalf. In order to claim reimbursement, the individual must provide written authorization 
from the deed holder in addition to their landfill receipt.  

For more information, contact the Board of Supervisors Office at 319-356-6000 or 
BOSoffice@co.johnson.ia.us.  
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